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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
hnp://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Okina_wa.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/
Okina_wa. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the
latest issue has been posted on the Web. The publication
can be viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.

KE i, KENFESTRREE T OBEBIEE
T AEMCKE LB OTEBNIC B0 0D & % 1t
TLDFREE MR BAEBRE. ZOftD
FHRAA AN W 2 H & UTHAT
ENFET, REFMOANRZ, T LEHET
BRSO KIFIBURT, KE G FRE DXL T
BHBEFROEL Ao BREMEEEF v T .
IS T — HEERR R A HGE RS (CPAO)
M3 AT LIHITLTVET, K&l
DY 77 FLAR thttp://www.kanji.
okinawa.usmc.mil/Okina_wa.

MHERAREY = T MR T O . Eid
Y TYA MCH B AT FLAIC iz h
UAATLZE W, HUIAATE & D27 L
ICHIPIAMER EN S & BRIA—VZZIET
231> TVE S, Yo T kIE PDFEA
T AV 2—3y NCHIEL, Flzidx v rm—
RIBTEMTEET,

COMMANDING GENERAL
Maj. Gen. Mary Ann

Krusa-Dossin

PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIRECTOR
Lt. Col. Douglas M. Powell

MANAGING EDITOR
Hiroko Tamaki

DESIGN EDITOR
Cpl. Eric D. Arndt

EDITORIAL SUPPORT
Itsuko Hashigaki
Megumi Tamaki

International phone number
011-81-611-745-7423

International fax
011-81-611-745-3803

MCB PAO
Unit 35001
FPO AP 96373-5001

B
(098) 970-9303
FAX
(098) 893-9742

EBES
T901-2300
LA A TR SRR
Bidg. 1, CPAO (UNIT 35001)
RE 7w mER

E-malil: okinawa.mcbb.fct@usmc.mil

-WINTER 2008-09 - Bic CrCLE - www.okinawa.usme mil/bigeircle



editors note

OKINAWA.MCBB.FCT@USMC.MIL

Greetings to readers from the new editor
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Hiroko Tamaki

appy New Year to the read-
ers of Big Circle! As the
former editor, Ms. Kaori

Tanahara, “graduated” from the
position of the editor and moved on
to take the responsibility of Camp
Hansen’s Community Relations
Specialist, I have joined the Marine
Corps family to fill the position.

I have worked several jobs,
but never worked on publishing a
magazine. That is the very reason
why I gratefully accepted the offer
to become the editor. It can be an
excellent chance for me to change my
bad attitude of always trying to avoid
writing! My boss will fall out of his
chair to hear that I decided to take
this job because I am not an enthu-
siastic writer. I am excited, however,
to learn new skills and meet new
people.

Let me tell you a little bit about
myself because I would like the read-
ers to know me. I am 100 percent
Okinawa-made (as far as I know),
born and raised on this island.
However, I do not look Okinawan so
souvenir shop staff often give me a

flyer thinking I am a tourist.

After graduating from university,
I worked for a trading company and
then taught English to adults at a
private English school in Yokohama.
I taught Japanese in a small town
with a population of 300 in Austra-
lia, and studied in the United King-
dom. My strong homing instinct
always brought me back to Okinawa.

I used to have an acrophilia. I
tried bungee jumping and sky diving.
I earned a paraglider’s license and I
seriously considered becoming a heli-
copter pilot. However, as I get older,
I have started to fear heights more.
Now looking down at Okinawa’s
blue green ocean from an observatory
is good enough for me.

I am a new member of the Ma-
rine Corps. I know little about the
U.S. Forces on Okinawa or the Ma-
rine Corps relationship with our host
communities. I will be learning with
you, the readers. It is my mission to
present what I learn to the readers
in a way that is easy to understand.
As I lack experience and knowledge,
I would sincerely appreciate your
suggestion or request as to what you
want to see in this magazine.
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appy New Year.
I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my deep apprecia-

tion to the U.S. Marine Corps in Okinawa
for their proactive efforts day to day in the
English Education program, volunteer ac-
tivities including goodwill activities in local
senior homes and child welfare facilities, and
clean up of local beaches. I understand these
activities will greatly contribute to building
and maintaining a relationship of goodwill
and friendship with local Okinawans.
Seventy-five percent of the U.S. military
exclusive-use facilities in Japan are concen-
trated in Okinawa, with the land of U.S.
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military bases occupying 10%
of the landmass of Okinawa.
Therefore, I think the reloca-
tion of the U.S. marines
from Okinawa to Guam and
return of U.S. Military areas
and facilities located south
of Kadena Air Base in the
U.S.-Japan Roadmap for Re-
alignment Implementation,
bilateral agreement in May
2006, will give great impact
to the way ahead of Okinawa
Prefecture and will exert an
influence to the growth and
development of Okinawa.

Further, as to the issues
concerning MCAS Futenma
such as the replacement facil-
ity and elimination of danger
from it within three years, I
would like to see prompt so-
lution of these issues by talks
with Government of Japan
through such venues as the
Working Team established
in July.

I hope each Marine will
deepen their understanding
in the history, culture, and
social circumstances and
thereby further strengthen
the relationship with the
Okinawans.

May your new year be
bright and peaceful.
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s we begin a new year, I would like
Ato extend my sincere greetings to the

readers of Big Circle magazine and to
the Okinawan community. My wife, Lorie,
and I have lived in Okinawa for nearly two
years, and our experiences have been abso-
lutely magnificent. I would like to take this
opportunity to express my deepest apprecia-
tion and gratitude to the Okinawan people.

Each year, U.S. military units stationed

in Okinawa participate in dozens of exer-
cises with allied militaries throughout the
Pacific, including training exercises with
Japan’s Self Defense Forces. Our presence
here on Okinawa and our strong relationship
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with Japan contributes to the peace and
stability in the Asia-Pacific region.

Here on Okinawa, American service
members pride themselves on their
involvement in the local community.
Service members and their families
participate in approximately 1,500 com-
munity relations events each year, which
serves to strengthen our relationship
with the Okinawan people.

I understand the concerns people
may have with the U.S. military
presence on Okinawa. Last year, I
implemented comprehensive measures
designed to lessen this anxiety through
cultural programs, an improved liberty
campaign, and a robust newcomers’
orientation conference. In addition,
through coordinated efforts with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Okinawa
Liaison Office, we now hold Cultural
Awareness Seminars for our service
members to promote an understanding
of Okinawa’s unique history and tradi-
tions. Service members are continually
reminded of the importance of being
committed ambassadors of the United
States and to act according to the high-
est morals and ethics.

I look forward to another successful
year for our service members and their
families and hope to continue forging
lasting relationships with our Okinawan
neighbors. I believe that through greater
understanding and personal interac-
tion, we can continue to strengthen our
alliance.
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Happy New Year.

As we welcome the glori-
ous New Year 2009, I would like
to extend my greetings to all the
commanders, Marines, and families
of the United States Marine Corps
stationed in Okinawa.

I am pleased to see that, in addi-
tion to the mission of their individual
units to provide peace and stability to
Okinawa and the Asia-Pacific region,
the United States Marine Corps is
continuously conducting community
activities proactively based on their
traditional motto toward contribut-
ing to the communities and to the

In our city, the Marine Corps
cooperated with us when we held Te-
dako Walk, a walk-a-thon event we
sponsor, by opening a part of Camp
Kinser to the local public. Also, the
release of Camp Kinser Water Area
in December last year as the result
of your nation’s special consideration
will serve as great momentum for our
West Coast Development Projects in
the future. I would like to extend my
sincere appreciation for these latest
achievements.

I wish you all the best during the
New Year. And let’s work together
as good neighbors in the spirit of the

mEtE B O

day” (once you meet a person in good
faith, you'll become brothers) to
create a peaceful, pleasant Okinawa
with mutual understanding and
cooperation!
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world.

he Marines, sailors
and families of Camp
Kinser wish all of you a
very Happy New Year.
Camp Kinser appreci-
ates the positive commu-

our neighbors and friends
in Urasoe City. Mayor Gima, the City Assem-
bly and Chamber of Commerce have provided
great assistance with the coordination of our
annual Kinser Festival, the Tedako Walk,
Family Friendship Day, and many other events
throughout the year. Last year we continued to

Q_ s we welcome the glorious 2009,
would like to extend my new

Okinawan saying “Ichariba Cho-

nity relations we have with

KUNIO ARAKAKI AGE MAYOR

tional situation.
I hope in the new year the U.S.

HVET,

CamPp KINSER COMMANDER
Fr> T - F Tl
exchange experiences and strengthen relations
with our Japan Self Defense Force colleagues.
We also supported English language pro-
grams at the Nakanishi, and contributed to the
community through our Food Bank Program.
These events enabled us to share cultures, en-
hance understanding and build relationships. I
sincerely wish all of you good health, prosper-
ity and happiness in 2009.
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year greetings to Marines in Okinawa
and their families, all personnel of
USMC, and readers of the Big Circle.
Amid the continued harsh inter-
national situation and uncertainty
in the outlook of the global financial
situation, the people in the whole
world are turning their eyes to the
U.S. President-elect Barack Obama to

Marine Corps magazine Big Circle
will be widely read by many people,
the mutual understanding that exists
between us and our good neighbor
be deepened and an environment be
created in which the people of the
Marine Corps and Okinawa can live
in peace.

May your new year be bright and
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see how he will impact the interna- peaceful.

kemashite Omedeto
Gozaimasu (Happy
New Year)! I would like
to wish our Okinawan
friends a Happy Holi-
day season on behalf of
MCAS Futenma.

It's been a mere three
months since I assumed command of Futenma,
but I've already had the privilege of participat-
ing in the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the
Ginowan City Agricultural and Industrial
Festival, and enjoyed the honor of celebrating
the commemorative Aza Ginowan Kyoyukai's
30th Anniversary, where fellow Ginowan

MCAS FuTENMA COMMANDER

citizens introduced me to wonderful Okinawan

kachashi dancing.

Through many community relations
programs, Futenma personnel and the local
community shared wonderful experiences at
the Flight Line Fair, festivals and sport events.
Futenma Marines and sailors taught English
to kindergarteners and Ginowan elementary
school students through the Volunteer English
Teaching Assistant Program.

Futenma sincerely thanks our local com-
munity for their continued understanding and
support of the Marine Corps' mission and its
commitment to the Security Alliance between
the United States and Japan.
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CHATAN TOWN MAYOR

would like to take this opportu-

nity to express my sincere appre-
ciation to the Marines and sailors
stationed in Okinawa for their
dedicated services to our commu-
nity including, among others, their
volunteer clean-up and activities in
local welfare facilities.

Chatan’s goal is to attract guests
from overseas and be a splendid
urban com-
munity even
in the future
one hundred
years. We are
striving to
develop the
land rear-
rangement
project when
Camp Lester
is returned
and so called Fisharina (Fishery
and marina integrated port facility)
on the western coast of the town.

I understand Marines and
sailors are to have New Year’s Day
here in Okinawa, far away from
their home. I would like everyone
to have the awareness that each
and every one of them are the
ambassadors of the United States
when they go out in town and
interact with local people.

I wish all the Marines and their
families the best during the new
year.
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CAMPS FOSTER & LESTER COMMANDER

On behalf of our Service members, civilians, and
their families, I would like to extend our gratitude
and our sincerest wish for a safe, happy and prosper-
ous new year. I would personally like to thank the local
leaders, businessmen, and communities of Ginowan
City, Okinawa City, Kitanakagusuku Village, and
Chatan Town for their support and friendship during
2008 — we look forward to strengthening those ties in
the year ahead.

Reflecting on this past year, we shared many

b
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IE VILLAGE MAYOR

n welcoming the glorious 2009, I

would like to extend New Year greet-
ings to all the Marines and sailors, and
their families of the United States Ma-
rine Corps stationed in Okinawa.

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to express my deep appreciation to
the USMC in Okinawa for their great
contribution to the peace and security
of our nation. Lately, there are many

cultural events which provided
tremendous opportunities for us
to discover our common inter-
ests, to learn about each other’s
rich cultures, and, perhaps most
importantly, develop lasting
friendships based on mutual
respect and understanding.

As we move forward
together, we will continue our
cultural exchanges and volun-
teer programs, from teaching
English in local elementary schools to assistance projects
for children’s homes and for the disabled, each of which
are important to our communities. In addition to our
annual open-camp events like Foster Festival and the
Foster Fright Night & Haunted House, we will continue
to pursue opportunities for shared sporting and social
events.

Further, we will continue to work with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs to expand opportunities to share the
rich Okinawan history and culture with us. Of course,
we will continue to publish and distribute our monthl
Camps Foster and Lester newsletter, THE FOLEST,
which introduces our events and projects to the local
Okinawan community.

We wish you the very best in the new year and look
forward to our continued friendship.
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challenges related

to the U.S. Military
realignment including
relocation of MCAS
Futenma. I hope these
base related issues will
be solved promptly
and the two countries
will further prosper as
alliances, cherishing
the bond of friend-
ship.

I also want to comment on the Ma-
rines attached to Marine Corps Ie-Jima
Operational Support Detachment. They
actively participate in various events and
volunteer activities such as beach clean-
ups. I would like to thank them for their
friendship with our residents.

I hope the new year and beyond will
be fruitful ones, with the Marine Corps
magazine Big Circle expanding its
distribution, the Marines and people of
Okinawa further deepening their mutual
understanding and cooperation, and
together prospering as partners.
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GINOZA VILLAGE MAYOR

Happy New Year. I would like

to sincerely extend New Year’s
greetings to the personnel of the U.S.
Marine Corps in Okinawa, who are
having the glorious 2009 in this beau-
tiful, peaceful Island of Okinawa with
blue sky, sea and the bounty of nature.

Congratulations for the election
of Mr. Obama as the President of the
United States. Taking a look at the
current interna-
tional situation,
the world is now
experiencing
financial crisis,
with the war
against terror-
ism still going
on. Looking
at Japan, there
are many chal-
lenges including
among others, political and economic
issues, as well as U.S. Military is-
sues such as realignment of the U.S.
Forces Japan, relocation of MCAS
Futenma, and relocation of Marines
out of Okinawa. I would like to have
cooperation from the U.S. Marine
Corps as good neighbors to help us
deepen the mutual understanding
with local citizens and together create
the community where people can live
in peace.

I wish the New Year will bring
much happiness to the Marines
stationed in Okinawa, their families,
and the people in the world.
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CaMmp HANSEN COMMANDER

On behalf of the Camp Hansen Marines, sail-
ors and civilian employees, I extend our wish-
es for the happiest of New Years to our Okinawan
friends, especially in Kin Town, Ginoza and Onna
villages.

My first six months as the Camp Commander
have been filled with great joy for the many ac-
complishments we have shared with our hosting
communities. Through the numerous events we
shared each other’s culture and traditions, for

which I am deeply grateful.

Many Marines and
sailors continue to celebrate
holidays together with the
Hikarigaoka Nursing Home
residents and staff, while
others participated in numer-
ous beautification projects at
many places in our surround-
ing communities including
alongside route 104.

Hansen’s annual mini-
special Olympics was another great success last
year, as we welcomed participants from Kin Social
Welfare Association for the first time.

It has been a special pleasure and blessing to
work closely with the good friends we have in our
local mayors’ offices, the Okinawa Defense Bureau
Kin Office, the Kin Chamber of Commerce, the
Kin Bar Owners’ Association, and the Ishikawa
Police.

We also extend special thanks to Kin Town
Mayor Gibu for providing a welcoming brief to
the Marines and sailors assigned to special land-
ing teams aboard Camp Hansen. I look forward
to what we can do together as one community in
2009. I wish each of you joy, happiness and pros-
perity in the coming year.
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ONNA VILLAGE MAYOR

would like to extend new year’s greetings

to all personnel and their families of the
United States Marine Corps stationed in
Okinawa and welcome the New Year 2009.

I'would like to take this opportunity to

express my deep respect and appreciation to
the Marines and their families stationed in
Okinawa for the participation in local events,
welfare volunteer activities, on and off their
bases, that contribute to the deepening of

mutual understanding,
goodwill and friend-
ship with the people.

Onna Village,
with scores of leading
resort hotels on its
coast, attracts many
tourists from within
Okinawa, mainland
Japan, and overseas.
With collaboration
with Okinawa Insti-
tute of Science and Technology, slated to
open in 2012 in our village, we will provide
the venue to develop global-oriented human
resource, education, and research, aiming
at the village of the international exchange
resort where our people and people of the
U.S. Military can together learn and have
first hand knowledge of foreign languages
and cultures.

I hope that Japan and the United States
hand in hand will contribute to the peace,
stability, and prosperity and both sides will
further deepen the existing good relation-
ship of mutual understanding.

I'wish you all the best during and beyond
the new year.
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he Marines, sailors,

and families of Camp
Courtney and Camp Mc-
Tureous, wish you all the
happiest of New Years.
As we await with hope
the New Year, we reflect
on the past year and our
many opportunities to participate in the commu-
nity, including the Uruma Festival and Tug of War,
Halloween on Camp McTureous, the National Safe
Driving Campaign, and the Courtney Christmas
Festival.

We look forward to continuing such activities

as the Camp Courtney Summer English Class, the

CoL. THOMAS J. CONNALLY:

Assistant Language Teacher Program at our local
elementary schools, the Adult English Classes, and
our relationships with many groups. For instance,
we appreciate our over ten year friendship with the
Okinawa Electric Power Company. The OEPC
continues to ensure we are able to light our tree for
the Courtney Christmas Festival, and bring joy to
the community.

We look forward to a peaceful and prosperous
2009, and wish all the citizens of Uruma City, and
all Okinawans good health and happiness.
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YOSHIKAZU SHIMABUKURO MAYOR

arines and sailors of the

United States Marine Corps in
Okinawa, their families, and people
concerned, I would like to extend my
sincere greetings as they are welcom-
ing glorious new year 2009, promised
with full dreams and hope.

I would like to express deep
appreciation to the USMC for the
participation by the Marines of Camp
Schwab to various events and volunteer
activities, let alone their great contribu-

I hope all the American people
stationed in Okinawa have the aware-
ness in mind that every one of them
is a goodwill ambassador to Japan. I
also hope they have good understand-
ing of Okinawa’s history, culture, and
societal situation, thus they can have
understanding and cooperation as
“Good Partners.”

In welcoming the New Year 2009,
I wish the everlasting world peace, as
well as health and success to all the
Marines stationed in Okinawa, their

wETE B

families, and everyone concerned.
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tion to the security of our nation.

CoL. D.D. Yoo

n behalf of the

Marines, sailors,
and civilian employees of
Camp Schwab, Sgt. Maj.
Schmidt and I would like
to wish all our Okinawan
neighbors and friends a
very happy New Year!

In 2008 we witnessed many positive develop-
ments and continued community growth through
the many activities hosted by Henoko and our camp
members. The mutual outreach programs have
created an environment of camaraderie reflected in
events such as the Schwab Fest, USO Christmas
Celebration, multiple English classes conducted at
the local public schools and aboard the camp, and

P SCHWAB COMMANDER

the Bonen-Kai celebration hosted by the leaders of
Henoko.

The Futenma Relocation Facility Plan continues
to attract a lot of attention to our community due to
the recent construction and planned future infra-
structure changes. This bilateral initiative presents
some short term inconveniences that will require
shared efforts to minimize disruptions to our sur-
roundings. I am confident based on my past interac-
tions with the local leadership we will continue to
foster an atmosphere of teamwork.

Happy Holidays and best wishes for a prosper-
ous New Year.
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appy New Year 2009 from Kin
Town to Marines, their families,
civilian employees of USMC in
Okinawa, and readers of Okina-Wa.
Kin Town and Camp Hansen
have a long history of goodwill and
friendship. Marines of Camp Hansen
have conducted volunteer clean up
activities in the town and enjoyed
many exchanges with our residents by
participating in various town events,
including the Kin Town Festival.
Kin Town has many events
to offer in the new year, too. For

example, many Okinawa Marines,
civilian employees and their families
participate in the event held at Active
Park adjacent to Camp Hansen’s Gate
1. Thope these events will facilitate
cultural exchanges that become good
memories to Okinawans and USMC
members.

I wish all of you the best during
the new year.
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An Okinawan girl sprints to the finish line during the
Kadena Special Olympics Nov. 8, 2008, at Kadena Air Base.
EFMAR Y IVFYEYOTI-IVERIELTE
2 hITTOD/INFE Photo by Tech. Sgt. Rey Ramon

Kadena Air Base hosts 9th Annual Special Olympics

Submitted by
18th Wing Public Affairs

adena Air Base put on
one of the largest military

community outreach
Okinawa

m Nov. 8, when

it hosted the 9th annual Kadena
Special Olympics. The games
brought more than 2,000 U.S.
volunteers, 400 interpreters
(base employees, local voca-
tional schools and college stu-
dents, and civilians) and 1,300
special needs athletes and artists
together for a day of friendship
and competition.

'The games kicked off on
Risner Field at Kadena Air Base
with remarks by 18th Wing
Commander, Brig. Gen. Brett
Williams and Vice Governor
of Okinawa Prefecture, Zenki
Nakazato and an oath was given

by a longtime Special Olympics

events in

supporter and movie actor, Tom
Arnold.

According to Kadena Special
Olympics planning committee
member, Kaori Shimabukuro, the
event was a great success.

“This event highlighted the
friendship and cooperation
between servicemembers and
the local community,” said Ms.
Shimabukuro. “Both volunteers
and athletes seemed to gain a
deeper appreciation for the other
at the end of the event.”

The athlete’s families com-
mented this was the best orga-
nized event of the nine years it’s
been hosted at Kadena, said Maj.
Colin Sewake, an Air Force Re-
servist assigned to Kadena who
served as the assistant director
of operations for Kadena Special
Olympics 2008.

According to Sewake, the
spirit of volunteerism is what
drives the more than 2,000 ser-
vice members to give their time

and effort to make the Special
Olympics a success.

“It carries on the military
cultural idea that we have to
go beyond ourselves, what we
do at our jobs, and our lives,”
Sewake said.

Throughout the day, athletes
competed in a variety of events,
including tennis, track and
field, softball and frisbee. Art-
ists displayed their work at the
O’Conner Gym, and live bands,
Eisa dancers and American
dance performers entertained
the crowds.

Ms. Shimabukuro said at
the end of the games, when the
athletes and families boarded the
bus, each athlete had a smile on
his or her face.

“Every athlete was smiling and
so proud to display their medals.
'The family members were also
thrilled and said they can’t wait to
come back next year.”

Committee members at

Kadena are already starting to
plan for 2009.

“It takes so many people out
there in the community to make
this a successful event whether
it’s time, energy, money dona-
tions, or a combination of them,’
Sewake said.
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A Kadena

Special Olympics
participant jumps
as far as she

can during the
standing long
jump contest Nov.
8, 2008, at Kadena
Air Base. T@EETN
TRV
ELS X THARE
FHARD v IV
FYLEYID
2N Photo by
Air Force Staff Sgt.
Chrissy Best
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Higa Elementary offers

Home Stay

MC2(SW) William Jenkins

Many children in Okinawa learn
a basic level of English but
rarely have a chance to use it. Higa
Elementary School, near White
Beach Naval Facility, is one of the
few children’s schools offering this
opportunity.

As part of an ongoing project,
which began almost four years
ago, Higa makes attempts to better
prepare and further educate the
children of Okinawa, helping them
become more well-rounded and
confident among their American
counterparts.

Five military families were
selected to become host families
to give children the chance to not
only practice their English, but
also to experience real American
culture and customs. Although the
children were excited, they took
the opportunity serious, as it would
be their first chance to immerse
themselves in the American way
of life.

“It’s a good opportunity for
American families to get in-
volved and set up friendships with

Program

Okinawan families.” said Petty Of-
ficer 1st Class Darin Rider. Rider
said going through the children’s
English homework with them gave
the children a great opportunity to
practice their language skills.

Petty Officer 2nd Class Ste-
phen Hanks, another host family
member, says his excitement with
this experience came from learning
from the kids. “It was a great time
learning each other’s culture and
exchanging different languages.”

“It’s something I would love to
do again,” Hanks said.

Every year the children of Higa
Elementary look forward to this

event as a way to not
only build future m
friendships, but to
better their education by giving
them the one-on-one practice they
need.

“These children have a 45 min-
ute English class each school day,
and as good as that training might
be, what good is training if you
don’t have a chance to really get
out and use it?” said Petty Officer
1st Class Patrick Lampley, who
participated in the program.
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OFFERING

HOPE

Over a 10-da operation, Marines and

sailors of III

arine Expeditionary Force

united with Bangladeshi forces
to provide care to more than
| 6,870 impoverished people

story and photos by Staff Sgt. Brian J. Griffin

haring run-down, single-lane roads
that haven't seen repairs in decades with rickshaws filled with
grains, rice and other agricultural products, a small contingent
of American service members rumble slowly through the
countryside on a mission to provide medical and dental
assistance to impoverished parts of Bangladesh.

In September 2008, 25 Marines and
sailors, from 3rd Marine Logistics Group,

IIT Marine Expeditionary Force, based in
Okinawa, passed buses overflowing with
people trying to get somewhere in the sprawl-
ing country of Bangladesh, where the rice
fields seem to go on forever.

The U.S. service members joined with
Bangladeshi forces to provide free medical and
dental care to those in need in the Rangpur
District through Operation Unified Hope.

Unified Hope was designed to further
develop cooperation between Bangladeshi and
U.S. forces by providing a forum for the two
countries to share information and ideas on
medical issues.

But beyond military and regional objec-
tives, Unified Hope was about people.

Sgt. Robert Moore, a 3rd MLG data com-
munications Marine with multiple deploy-

ments under his belt, spends countless hours
a day processing endless lines of patients so

they can be seen by the Bangladeshi and U.S.

medical team.

With his experience, he mentors other
service members like Petty Officer 3rd Class
Pedro Perez, Jr., who is on his first deploy-
ment. Before joining the Navy, the 25-year-
old corpsman worked as a lifeguard at an
amusement park in Denver.

Now he finds purpose as a field medical
technician providing medical aid to people a
world away from the comforts of American
suburban life.

“This is a humbling experience, I'm
just glad I can contribute to helping these
people,” Perez said. “One of the most
rewarding experiences for me is seeing the
look on a child’s face when you help them,
you know you are making a difference and

hopefully improving that child’s quality of
life for many years to come.”

'The joint medical team treated a wide
variety of patients needing care. Cases ranged
from malnutrition to tuberculosis on the
medical side, to gingivitis and decaying teeth
among dental patients.

Some of the patients have never seen
a doctor in their entire life. One patient
traveled more than 120 miles because she
heard there were American doctors and she
wanted to be seen by them. Travel in this
country is much harder than in the United
States or Japan and people take whatever
transportation they can find to be seen by
the medical team.

Children as young as 8 years old bring
themselves to the clinic. They come alone
because their parents must work in order
to provide their family with enough money
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to eat for the day. Their eyes show they
are scared. For most, it is the first time
they have seen Americans, but they come
because they want help.

One Bangladeshi child, who arrived alone,
said he came after he learned about the clinic
through flyers distributed in his village.

“My tooth hurt; I knew the American
doctors would help me,” he said through an
interpreter.

For Navy Lt. Julie Hengehold, a dentist,

just making people feel better keeps her going.

“It is nice to be able to help these people,
some of them are in pain and we have the
ability to give them treatment they may
not get otherwise,” Hengehold said. “It’s so
rewarding to be able to work alongside the
Bangladeshi military to help so many people.”

And help they did. The small, dedicated
team of Bangladesh and U.S. physicians, den-

ABOVE | Bangladeshi citizens wait in line to be seen
by a joint U.S. and Bangladeshi medical team at the
Taragonj Public Health Complex during Operation
Unified Hope. £ : ¥ 5 OV (REMBETERE - /N
YUST 4y aiRERTF—LAOREEFON
YUSTFaval

RIGHT | A young Bangladeshi boy sits in a waiting
room at the Taragonj Public Health Complex after
being treated. His father brought him for treatment
after a motorcycle accident ripped off a large portion
of skin from the boy's right foot. 75 : # 5 I (R
MR TARBREZ (T /H LFARICEDIDE, NM
VEHTHREDEDPARELHDN, KBUITENT
Zohni,

tists, corpsmen, and support personnel treated
more than 6,870 patients, pulled more than
740 teeth, and dispensed more than 20,600
prescription medications over a 10-day period
to Bangladeshi citizens ranging in age from a
3-day-old premature baby girl to a 104-year-

old woman.
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RIGHT | A mother holds her child while waiting in line to be
seen by a joint U.S. and Bangladeshi medical team during
Operation Unified Hope at the Upazila Health Complex.
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LEFT | U.S. Navy Corpsmen work alongside Bangladeshi
medical workers taking the vital signs of Bangladeshi
children during in-processing at the Taragonj Public Health
Complex. Marines and sailors participating in Operation
Unified Hope processed and treated between 500 and 900
patients per day. = : # 5 O V(R 2B TOEEES)
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Takayuki Azuma shows off his costume while attending the
Halloween Mihama Costume Contest 2008 on Oct. 31. 58
2EFENAY A —ARFa—LAVYTRAMIBML
EREPWESADIARFa—A

AN AMERICAN
HOLIDAY ON
OKINAWA

Service members, local citizens
embrace Halloween on base, out in town

STORY AND PHOTOS BY LANCE CPL. TYLER J. HLAVAC

alloween is a popular holiday in the United States that
Hhas, over time, captivated the imagination of local

residents in communities surrounding Marine Corps
bases on Okinawa.

'This likely began years ago, when bases here opened their
gates to allow local children to come aboard and trick-or-treat.
In recent years, increased security measures have limited
access to local residents on Halloween. However, camps still

reach out by hosting several public Halloween events.

In response, residents of Mihama-American village began
to host a Halloween celebration of their own in 2007 — the
Halloween Mihama Costume Contest — to share the Hal-
loween fun they had enjoyed for years from their U.S. military

16- WINTER 2008-09 -
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neighbors.

According to Shinichiro
Ikehara, the vice-president of
the Mihama-American Vil-
lage Business Association and
contest organizer, the contest
was originally held to give
the local residents a chance to
interact with base personnel and
to celebrate the unique blend of
American and Japanese culture
that is American Village.

“As Okinawans we would
experience Halloween through
the bases, making Halloween a lot
more popular for Okinawa than
residents of mainland Japan who
often don’t have much exposure to
American holidays,” Ikehara said.
“A lot of people here don’t com-
pletely understand the Halloween
holiday but they still have a good
time trying something new.”

This tradition of mutual Hal-
loween celebrations continued
with the 3rd annual Foster Fright

Night, which occurred Oct. 30,
on Camp Foster and included
two main attractions.

During “Trunk or Treat, an
event held to give local citizens a
taste of the trick or treating Hal-
loween tradition, several service
members decorated cars to resem-
ble various creatures and ghouls.
Each car contained candy for the
local children who attended.

However, the haunted house
proved itself the biggest draw
of the Fright Night. Inside the
house lurked various volunteers
dressed as creatures and mon-
sters who were ready to give the
guests a ‘frightfully’ good time.

Despite the occasional scares
from the enthusiastic role-play-
ers, many visitors said they had a
great time.

“This was a lot of fun,” said
Masakazu Ichiyouma, who at-
tended the Fright Night with his
three children. “This is the third
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The next day, Oct. 31, the holi-
day carried over to Mihama Village

who welcomed the Americans and
hundreds of other visitors to their
During the contest, Ameri-
can and Japanese participants
The prize ended up going to
Petty Officer 1st Class Jeff Pate,
a facilities maintenance special-

year I have come here and me and my
showed off their various cos-

kids always have a good time. I will
and those in attendance — as well
as win the contest’s $300 prize

ist with Marine Corps Base Fa-
cility Engineers. Pate’s costume,
a giant-sized grim reaper, was
made with materials from local
stores and impressed visitors

2nd annual Halloween Mihama
for first place.

Costume Contest.
tumes, hoping to impress judges

definitely come here again next year.

Pate attributed his win mostly
to his wife’s support and some
creative building materials that

“This thing is made out of a
lot of lightweight materials such

their faces from the costume’s
sparked his imagination.

who consistently asked to pose
with him for pictures, even with
a slight hint of nervousness on
ghoulish appearance.

as plastic but still it somehow
managed to weigh enough
to hurt my back carrying it

”»

”

around,” Pate said. “I spent three

weeks working on this thing
Pate noted that although his

and luckily the wife was toler-
ant enough to put up with me
spending all that time building
it. I was glad I got the chance to
take a break and act silly.
costume might have given off a

scary vibe, his actions were all done

in the spirit of fun.

»

“I've been stationed in Japan on
popular here,” Pate said. “I was here

and off for about six years and Hal-
loween seems to keep getting more
are more and more getting involved

nity builder for us and the Japanese
people and it seems like Americans

last year and had a good time with
everyone. This is a good commu-

in the community.
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US Marine Corps

Tokens symbolize solidarity, act as mementos

Lance Cpl. Joseph A. Cabrera

( :hallenge coins — minted military coins
embossed with a unit’s insignia and
commander’s billet — are often given

to service members by commanders to boost

morale and honor service.

'The origin of the tradition cannot be traced
to a specific time and place. There are several
stories about how the tradition of challenge
coins came into existence, some dating back to
‘World War 1.

In one story, according to a 2005 article
“History of the Challenge Coin,” writ-
ten by Cpl. Wil Acosta and published on
Marine Corps News, during World War I,
members of one American flying squadron
received unit medallions embossed with
the unit’s insignia from their commander.
One of the unit’s pilots
kept the medallion in
a leather pouch worn
around his neck.

While flying a mission,
his plane was shot down by
German forces, and he was
captured. To discourage the
pilot from tying to escape,

the Germans took the pilot’s identification.

While en route to a prisoner of war
camp, the pilot did manage to escape. He
dressed in civilian attire to evade capture by
the Germans.

The pilot was later found by French
troops who had recently been advised
to watch for German soldiers dressed in
civilian attire. Unable to prove his identity,
the pilot faced certain death. His life was
spared, however, when the insignia on the
unit medallion was recognized as an Ameri-
can flying squadron.

Instead of executing the American pilot,
they gave him a bottle of wine. After hearing
of the pilot’s story, service members began
carrying the medallion, and when challenged,
any member not in possession of the medal-
lion would have to buy the challenger a drink.

In another story, according to
http://www.globalsecurity.org,
the tradition of challenge coins
may have originated during the
Vietnam War. Service members
with free time would indulge in
a variety of activities, to include
drinking at bars.

They formed what was called

bullet clubs. Service members on the front
lines often carried a separate bullet to serve as
a last resort of defense toward the enemy.

While in the bar, the service members
would often challenge each other to see who
was carrying that extra round of ammunition.

Anyone who could not produce the round
bought drinks the rest of the night. If the
challenged person was able to produce the
round then his bar tab would be covered by
the challenger.

Service members began bringing larger
caliber rounds to the bars as a sign of ma-
chismo, even cannon and artillery munitions.
To avoid the accidental discharge of the
ordnance, bullets were replaced with coins
bearing the units’ insignias.

Today, the tradition of using the coins to
challenge one another is familiar to many
Marines, yet is not commonly witnessed.

For Capt. Edward McDonough, the com-
manding officer of Headquarters Battery, 3rd
Bn., 12th Marines, the coins hold a differ-
ent value — sentimental. His collection is a
reminder of former units and friends.

“It is so you can remember the Marines to
your right and left; the guys you served with,”
he said.
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NATO PHONETIC ALPHABET
NATO7Z )V 7 7 X MR HiGE

Marines must often communi-
cate data to each other over
mediums where sound quality is not
very clear, such as field telephones
and radio systems, they use a spell-
ing alphabet — a system consisting of
words that each begin with a distinct
sound associated to their beginning
letter — to ensure the message is
received.

The NATO phonetic alphabet
shown below is one such example,
and the most used in the world, to

signify each of the 26 letters in the

B CaZLTOT HEN TS e &
(O &) EHEREATLUE o720, flziE
[THNHIZFID NN T RELEo7zbL

FIH, FFEOHFWESTEDTLELI,
WA, R LTHENEFEOHRREE D
FOEEORLGVHESRZELTII 22—
2avEELELTRVIENTENILBHDE
9, FARIFICIZ. BTNV T 7w FCHRES HL
EERHNT, BEVDENESICLET,

2607 )V T 7Ry M FENFNICH TS HGEIR
waRHDETH, HTEH, FITRITNATODT )L
T\ MEERBEEY AN, IHRPTRE
— RN ENTVET,

FHIFEAE. B RO D DM il
W EIC, [FIVEDODTT ) HATE>TH
TRV TEN?

English language.

Why don’t you try them out?
ALPHA IV
Bravo TR
CHARLIE Fyr—U-—
DELTA FIVE
EcHO Ia—
FoxTROT IxyZAtay b
GOLF a7
HotEeL BT
INDIA 1T 47
JULIET YayIvhk
KiLo Fno
Lima UASe
MIKE XAD
NOVEMBER I —=NIUN—
OscAR FAH—
Papra NN
QUEBEC AN Ny )
ROMEO oA
SIERRA VIS
TANGO yod
UNIFORM AT F—Ah
VICTOR Tt —
WHISKEY T4 AF—
X-RAY IR LA
YANKEE YoF—
ZULU A=) —
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Marines deliver joy to school for blind

Lance Cpl. Stefanie C. Pupkiewicz

r I rinkets and ornaments hung from
the Christmas tree in the gymna-
sium of the Okinawa School for the

Blind here Dec. 7. Sleigh bells jingled as

the man in the red suit walked through the

crowd of children to sit beside his helpers
who were in fact Marine Corps volunteers
with Toys for Tots.

Four Marines in their dress blue uniform
stood holding bags bursting with colorful
presents waiting for the first child to come
and sit on Santa-san’s lap. Santa-san is the
colloquial name for Santa Clause here.

“I feel like Santa Claus,” said Staft Sgt.
Felipe Sanchez, the Toys for Tots lead coor-
dinator for III Marine Expeditionary Force
Reserve Liaison Office.

The visit to the Okinawa School for the
Blind was the first of several Toys for Tots
distributions intended to make the holiday

e
g e 5

—)

M5

season a little brighter for the children.

'The toys given to the students were
donated by Status of Forces Agreement
personnel from all over Okinawa.

The visit to the school was the first of
three in December to schools for physically-
handicapped children.

Taking into account the children were
blind, the volunteers brought mostly toys
that appealed strongly to the sense of touch,
including many stuftfed animals and blocks,
said Petty Officer 2nd Class Harlan Fam-
ison, an information technician with the
U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa.

After Santa-san’s arrival, the children
formed a line with their families beside the
tree.

Parents held the infants, teenagers stood
calmly and toddlers bounced with excite-
ment.

Each child sat on Santa-san’s lap and was
given a gift based on his or her age.

“[The children] were genuinely excited,”
Sanchez said. “I remember when I was a kid
and excited about Christmas.”

Several of the children initially disre-
garded their presents opting instead to feel
Santa-san’s beard and touch his suit.

However, no present went unopened.
'The children explored them all with curious
hands.

One of the children even approached
Sanchez wanting to know what the Marine
looked like.

'The child felt his ribbons, badges and the
buttons on the jacket of his dress uniform
before moving to his face.

'The child then traced the contours of
Sanchez’s cheeks and eyebrows.

“He definitely felt my smile,” Sanchez
said as he mimicked the movement the
child’s hands made on his face. “That right

there made it all worth it.”
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Marine looks back, reflects on Okinawa experiences, its people

Cpl. Eric D. Arndt
I suppose I could have said I don't speak
the language.

Amid the hectic atmosphere of separating
from my command on Okinawa, my leader-
ship came to me with one final request: to
design this issue of the Big Circle.

To be perfectly honest, there were plenty of
reasons to decline. Probably the most obvious
one is that I speak barely any Japanese, much
less understand any written words besides
“Yen.” There are also almost a million things
to do when changing commands; the sign-out
process is rather daunting, and it almost seems
there are not enough hours in the day to get
everything done.

However, after a short period of con-
sideration, I decided to do it, because there
were more factors urging me to lay out this
magazine than to leave it for someone else to
complete.

First, I appreciate the challenge. The Big
Circle has a significant publication length of
24 pages, and the principles of design change

greatly when text is read vertically and from
right to left.

'This is also in honor of my friend Kaori,
tormer Big Circle managing editor and now
the community relations specialist of Camp
Hansen. This magazine existed due to her ef-
forts, and I knew it would make her proud for

me to apply my design method to her creation.

Finally, I'm doing this because as I prepare
to return to the United States, my homeland,
I realize Okinawa has become a sort of home
to me as well. Though I may be illiterate, I
have always been welcomed on this island as
though I belonged. Whether it was during
the 10,000 Eisa Dance Festival on Kokusai
Street or sitting at my favorite seat in Sam’s
Cafe to watch “The Three Stooges” and drink
an ice-cold Orion draft, I will undoubtedly
remember Okinawa and all her people for the
rest of my life.

One instance I recall in particular took
place when I ran the Naha Marathon in De-
cember, just a few short weeks ago. I was feel-
ing extremely hot (I had just acclimatized to

Hokkaido during a deployment) and I wanted

a pouch of the Aquarius sports drink more
than anything in the world. I continued to
run, constantly surveying the sideline crowd
for the thirst-quenching liquid. Eventually, I
saw a young boy holding one out, but when I
tried to take it, he held on.

At first, I was completely ashamed. Had 1
just tried to steal a drink intended for another
runner, and from a 3-year-old child no less?
Thankfully, the child’s grandmother took the
pouch and handed it to me. The understand-
ing in her eyes told me everything I needed to
know - the boy had just accidentally held on
to the package; she respected me as much as
any other runner in the race.

Undoubtedly, between two peoples with
very distinct pasts and cultures, there will be
misunderstandings and even offenses from time
to time. Ultimately though, after three years
of calling this island home and befriending so
many of you, I believe these occurrences are far
from the norm.

From what I have seen, I believe the people of
Okinawa and the United States are closer than
ever to finally speaking the same language.
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